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A yeshiva high school is a community dedicated to fostering students’ educational, spiritual, and personal
development. We partner with students and parents to nurture this growth in every student. As part of
this commitment, we also promote the safety and health of our greater yeshiva community: the families
and neighborhoods we serve. To further this noble goal, we have collaborated as yeshiva high school
leaders and consulted with mental health professionals to develop guidelines for addressing substance
use among our students. Substance use includes, but is not limited to, the use of marijuana or other illegal
drugs and substances, non-prescription medications, alcohol, cigarettes, electronic cigarettes, vapes,
juuls, and other similar devices and substances.
Education and Prevention
We strive to educate our students and their parents about the dangers and realities of substance use. This
education includes annual programming for our students and their parents. Recognizing the valuable
partnership between school and parents, we recommend that each school run an annual parent event
attended by at least one parent from each of the school’s families.
In addition to programming, schools may mandate drug testing. The goal of this testing is to encourage
students to make healthy choices for substance-free living.
Drug Usage or Possession
1.

Students who engage in substance use are strongly encouraged to consult with the school’s
guidance faculty or administration to discuss the problem. Students can be confident that such
problems will be addressed professionally, confidentially, and with compassion. In order to best
help the students who are facing substance use issues, parents will be involved as early as possible
in the discussion. Students can be assured that they are welcomed and encouraged to seek help
from the school guidance faculty or administration, and that the involved faculty members will
support them with sensitivity and will only notify appropriate adults (including, always, parents)
without disclosing their conversations to anyone else.
Upon learning of a student’s substance use, the appropriate school faculty will develop a program
of treatment, based on conversations with the student, his or her parents, and a professional
therapist. The goal of this plan will be to help the student address his or her substance use
challenge in a healthy, therapeutic manner while, b’ezrat Hashem, remaining in school.

2.

Our school community has entrusted us to provide a safe, wholesome environment for our
students, particularly when the students are on school grounds and at school activities. Therefore,
any student found to be in possession of or using drugs or any other substance in school, on school
property, or while participating in a school event, may be asked to leave the school.
While the school in which the student is enrolled may ask the student to leave, other schools will
make a good-faith effort to accept the student, subject to other considerations and factors, at the
school’s discretion.
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3.

Dealing: As an extension of our commitment to provide a safe and wholesome environment for
our students, a student who is found to be distributing and/or providing drugs or other
substances, whether in or out of school, may be asked to leave the school.

4.

Hosting or attending an open house/party: Students may not host other students at their homes
for parties that include any form of substance use. Students who host such an “Open House” may
be suspended from school and may face further disciplinary action including expulsion.
Parents should not leave teenagers home alone for the weekend. Parents should be careful when
hosting parties in their homes to ensure that no substances are present. Through social media,
when large numbers of teenagers are invited to an event, often many, many more attend, causing
the crowd to become too large to supervise and enabling dangerous activity. Parents who host
parties where there is underaged substance use are violating the law and may face sanctions from
the school.

It is our fervent and sincere hope that this policy will encourage our students to feel safe turning to school
faculty for help in addressing substance abuse issues, with the knowledge that they will be supported and
respected. B’ezrat Hashem, we are committed to helping our students pursue healthy life choices that
enable them to grow and flourish.
Please note that each school signed below may have additional substance use policies not mentioned in
this agreed upon document.
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